THE GRAND ALLIANCE
in a disastrous war-fever election would undermine all the
power and credit he had acquired in these spacious months.
Moreover, he judged better than the King the inherent
strength of Tory England. Even taken at so great a dis-
advantage, the Tories would be strong enough to wreck, if
they could not rule. Only the peace party could draw the
sword of England. A Whig triumph at the polls threatened
a divided nation in the war. He used all his arts to dissuade
William from the course upon which he saw him bent. The
King, though filled with admiration at the capacity of his
lieutenant, discounted his advice as interested, and held
to his design. Marlborough obtained a long, reasoned
letter from Godolphin extolling the Tory Parliament and its
alacrity for war. He read it to William :
* Yours of the 3/14 surprises me extremely. To hear that on
that side of the water the king hears no discourse but of a new
parliament is an amazing thing, especially if one considers the
particulars of what this parliament has done and how they left
the public affairs when they parted. They provided, while they
were in expectation only that a War might come on, the greatest
Supplies that ever were given when the Kingdom was not in
actual war, and those Supplies upon the best funds that ever
were given, because they were such as could not create a deficiency,
and they made an Address to the king toward the end of the
session, of which by the way he was very sensible at that time
and thanked them very heartily for it, to desire him to enter into
Alliance [s] for the good of Europe and to assure him they would
stand by him & support him in such Alliances as he should think
fit to make : the plain Consequence of which address was and is
to make him the arbiter of war or peace, and to trust the matter
entirely in his hands.1
The King, so intimate and open with Marlborough in all
the rest of the great affair, became cold and unresponsive.
Godolphin, feeling his position as a Tory Minister about to
be destroyed, wished to resign. Marlborough exhorted
him to remain. He was himself concerned to return with the
King to England and not to lose touch with him for a day ;
1 Extract: the letter is much longer.
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